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APPROVED BY:S/S:JETHYDEN 

075329 180214Z/61 

O 180122Z AUG 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 195999 

NODIS 

FOR Z BRZEZINSKI 


Message Text 


FOLLOWING REPEAT LONDON 13743 ACTION SECSTATE DATED AUG 17: 


QTE: SECRET LONDON 13743 
NODIS 


FROM DICK MOOSE 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PARM, SF 

SUBJECT: UK ATTITUDE ON SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM 

1 . IN A PRIVATE MEETING THIS AFTERNOON I REVIEWED WITH 

DAVID OWEN AT HIS REQUESTHE CURRENT STATUS OF OUR PLANS REGARDING 
APPROACHES TO THE SOUTH AFRICANS ON THEIR NUCLEAR PRO- 
GRAM. 

2. OWEN'S PRIMARY CONCERN REVOLVED AROUND WHAT SORT OF 
INTERIM RESPONSE THE UK SHOULD MAKE TO THE SOVIET UNION. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 195999 

I PROPOSE TO SHOW HIM TOMORROW THE TEXT OF THE "NON-NOTE" 

WHICH WE HAVE GIVEN TO THE SOVIETS ON THIS QUESTION. 

3. OWEN SOUGHT MY VIEWS ON WHAT WE WANTED THEM TO DO 
VIZ-A-VIZ THE SOUTH AFRICANS. I TOLD HIM THAT MY UNDER- 
STANDING IS THAT WE RECOGNIZE THE UK HAS SPECIAL PROB- 
LEMS AND THAT IT WOULD DECIDE UPON STEPS WHICH WOULD BE 
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IN ITS OWN BEST INTERESTS. IN THIS CONNECTION. OWEN IS 
ACUTELY AWARE OF THE PROBLEMS WHICH THIS MATTER WILL 
PRESENT FOR US AT LAGOS. HIS CURRENT THINKING IS THAT 
HE WILL SEND HIS AMBASSADOR IN TO SEE VORSTER A DAY OR 
TWO AFTER BOWDLER. (I TOLD HIM BOWDLER PLANS TO GO IN 
TOMORROW AND I GAVE HIM A GENERAL IDEA OF HIS INSTRUC- 
TIONS.) 

4. IN PART, OWEN'S DECISION NOT TO GO TO SOUTH AFRICA 
THIS WEEKEND REFLECTS HIS RECOGNITION THAT IT WOULD BE 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO AVOID TAKING UP THE NUCLEAR QUES- 
TION WITH VORSTER HIMSELF WERE HE TO GO TO PRETORIA. 

5. PLEASE ADVISE IF THERE IS ANYTHING FURTHER I SHOULD 

DO HERE WITH REGARD TO THIS SUBJECT. STREATOR UNQTE VANCE 
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TAGS: PARM, SF 

SUBJECT: UK ATTITUDE ON SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM 

1 . IN A PRIVATE MEETING THIS AFTERNOON I REVIEWED WITH 

DAVID OWEN AT HIS REQUESTHE CURRENT STATUS OF OUR PLANS REGARDING 
APPROACHES TO THE SOUTH AFRICANS ON THEIR NUCLEAR PRO- 
GRAM. 

2. OWEN'S PRIMARY CONCERN REVOLVED AROUND WHAT SORT OF 
INTERIM RESPONSE THE UK SHOULD MAKE TO THE SOVIET UNION. 
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I PROPOSE TO SHOW HIM TOMORROW THE TEXT OF THE "NON-NOTE" 

WHICH WE HAVE GIVEN TO THE SOVIETS ON THIS QUESTION. 

3. OWEN SOUGHT MY VIEWS ON WHAT WE WANTED THEM TO DO 
VIZ-A-VIZ THE SOUTH AFRICANS. I TOLD HIM THAT MY UNDER- 
STANDING IS THAT WE RECOGNIZE THE UK HAS SPECIAL PROB- 
LEMS AND THAT IT WOULD DECIDE UPON STEPS WHICH WOULD BE 
IN ITS OWN BEST INTERESTS. IN THIS CONNECTION, OWEN IS 
ACUTELY AWARE OF THE PROBLEMS WHICH THIS MATTER WILL 
PRESENT FOR US AT LAGOS. HIS CURRENT THINKING IS THAT 

HE WILL SEND HIS AMBASSADOR IN TO SEE VORSTER A DAY OR 
TWO AFTER BOWDLER. (I TOLD HIM BOWDLER PLANS TO GO IN 
TOMORROW AND I GAVE HIM A GENERAL IDEA OF HIS INSTRUC- 
TIONS.) 

4. IN PART, OWEN S DECISION NOT TO GO TO SOUTH AFRICA 
THIS WEEKEND REFLECTS HIS RECOGNITION THAT IT WOULD BE 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO AVOID TAKING UP THE NUCLEAR QUES- 
TION WITH VORSTER HIMSELF WERE HE TO GO TO PRETORIA. 

5. PI, EASE ADVISE IF THERE IS ANYTHING FURTHER I SHOULD 

DO HERE WITH REGARD TO THIS SUBJECT. STREATOR UNQTE VANCE 
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